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As my part of this symposium on ASTM Standards, I have been asked to present the viewpoint of a state agency. My remarks
are further confined to the field of highway materials. In this particular field, it so happens that there is an alternative source of
nationwide specifications; namely, in the publications of the American Association of State Highway Officials. While AASHO
specifications are modeled after ASTM and in many cases are identical; nevertheless, it is possible to introduce additional tests and
modifications if need be that are more agreeable to the highway engineer than may be the case with some of the ASTM
requirements. Therefore, a state highway agency has considerable latitude or choice in the form of specifications which may be
used, and so far as the department which I represent is concerned, we have the option of following ASTM, AASHO or our own
special requirements and are not seriously inconvenienced by any inadequacies in ASTM Standards.

It goes without saying, of course, that there are not many points which will merit legitimate criticism and therefore these
comments should be interpreted as saying that in general we fully appreciate the value of the ASTM Standards, and, in common
with most other technical organizations in the U.S.A., we fully realize the tremendous value and dependability and general suitability
of ASTM methods.
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